
Teamwork Leads to Success 
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            The Golden Plains Lady Bulldogs have had a very successful year.  Last fall, the 
volleyball team showed considerable improvement on the floor as they improved on last 
year’s record to finish their season 23-15.  They fell short in the sub-state tournament, but 
they had several players receive post-season honors.  The girls had as their motto “One 
team, one goal, one heart, one soul.”  Part of their success included the bonds they 
formed as teammates and as friends.   

The girls’ teamwork continued into the basketball season with the motto “A team 
above all, Above all a team.”  The girls worked together to build a successful basketball 
season. They won their first game of the season over Western Plains and defeated 
Rawlins County before losing to Ellis and Wheatland/Grinnell in the Castle Rock 
tournament.  They regrouped after Castle Rock and went on an 18 game winning streak 
as they claimed the Western Kansas Liberty League Championship, Sub-State 
Championship, finishing third in the KSHSAA Class IA Division II state basketball 
tournament in early March. 
            “We worked hard and worked well as a team all season,” said junior Jordan 
Christensen.  “We also felt the support of our school ‘team’ throughout the season and 
the post-season.  The energy and enthusiasm of our crowd helped us keep our momentum 
going on the floor.  We would not have been as successful without the constant support 
of our fans, families, school staff, classmates, friends, and community members.  They 
are all part of our TEAM!” 
            The girls faced challenges along the way to the state tournament.  “Our biggest 
challenge,” said Coach Parker Christensen, “was gaining confidence in ourselves.  Four 
losing seasons in a row can be a deep rut to pull yourself out of.”  Another challenge the 
team faced was defeating the same team multiple times throughout the season. After 
losing to the Lady Thunderhawks from Wheatland/Grinnell in December, the Lady 
Bulldogs had to face them twice more defeating them by 16 in January but just slipping 
past them by 2 in February.  They also faced the Brewster/Triplains Lady Titans three 
times, winning over the Lady Titans the third time in the Sub-state finals to earn their trip 
to state. 
            GP’s only senior player, Angela Ritter, said that one of the team’s challenges at 
the beginning of the season was “not coming out strong right away to start the game, 
which sometimes led to close games or us having to play catch up for our mistakes.”  
Ritter addressed how the girls overcame this challenge by saying, “As the season 



progressed, I think we gained more confidence as a whole, knew what we were capable 
of, and began to go out with a bang from the very start of the tip off.” 
            This year’s 22-3 record is the best record in GPHS basketball since the girls 24-1 
1981 season, the boys 26-0 state championship season in 1985, and the 23-4 season in 
2006.  The girls’ strength and teamwork both on and off the court contributed to this 
success.  “I think defense and rebounding were two areas where we were able to excel at 
along with being able to play fast or slow on offense.” said Coach Christensen.  “Also, 
how well we were able to hang together as a team all season long is rewarding to me as a 
coach.” 

Junior Hailee Spresser added, “We were very consistent and we kept getting 
better throughout the season.  We had an awesome bench that we could rely on to step up 
and play.  All 18 girls on the team were a part of the team’s unity.”  Kylie Jones agreed, 
“I think our main strength was defense and our ability to rely on our teammates. Unlike 
most teams, our team is unique in the fact that we don’t have a couple of ‘all-stars’ with 
the other players just filling the spots.  We have a full team of athletes and when one 
person was having an off game, the rest of the team picked up the slack.” 
            As the ladies rest up from the extended season and prepare to continue to work 
together as a team into the track season, they also look forward to next year’s basketball 
season.  The team will be returning all players with the loss of only one senior player—
Angela Ritter.  

Several of the players have set personal and team goals for next season. “My 
personal goal for next year is to step up and follow in Angela’s footprints as an awesome 
team leader,” said Hailee Spresser. Ritter finished her senior season with 244 points, 111 
assists, and 25 steals for the Lady Bulldogs. “Our team goals are to make it to state and 
go all the way!” added Spresser.  Kami Miller said her goal is to “Be as good of a point 
guard as Angela!  I would like to replace her without skipping a beat!”   

Coach Christensen said, “We often talk to the girls about getting better as a 
player and a team takes time and hard work.  There are steps you have to go through and 
that you can’t skip the steps.  This is what happened this season.  We made it to state and 
knocked hard on that championship door.  Our goal will be to get into that state title game 
next season and bring home a championship.  Another goal will be for reserve players to 
keep improving their talent so we, as a team, can continue our success for many years to 
come.”  Angela Ritter concluded by saying “I wish nothing but the best for the girls and 
team next year.  If they keep up the hard work, I know I’ll be making a special trip to 
Hays to support my Lady Bulldogs!” 


